
EXPERTS HERE SCOFF AT PARIS STORY OF PEARL DOCTORINGj
Report That Hindu in Paris Has Method of Reconstructing

American rearis into Indian iiems Causes Consterna-
tion in Pearl Dealers Association of France

of I ho leading American

SO.M1 In ,preelous tstoncs regard
ittrirIio mingled with

amusement the report cabled
from 1' r O,hor day that the Pearl
iv.il i - ssoclatlon of France Is tro-Biei-

wrought up localise list

pr, n Las decided to have legal pro-

ceed.' - 'Toughl against a Pari pearl
linK "It" I" Si,'u' have sold for
ISj.mi' lllat aliened to have
j,,.,. ,1 nod.

1'iir !'cr details of the charges read
lil.f !u th 'ine of a mystery story Into

tliuli enter secrets of treating pearls by
le.iritcJ and none too scrupulous old
Hlndw. the us j of ultra-viol- et rays to

lle the pearl a superb Oriental lustre
ml the palming off of the product on

in unsuspecting customer.
,U 'iihni! to further Information Paris

Mini's the scandal to assume tremend-

ous proportions. And no wonder, for
Cli.ir II. of the romance flushing
tindrr the Atlantic brings Into the
ictlun of the story.i diamond
Otidii'.iti', whose members have been
diMii.i Mil because of the fantastic
prlf? paid for pearls In the past few
reals Their dismay did not prevent
them from adopting the very practical
Hep of employing detectives, however,
ind the cabled reports are accurate
tome "f the tdeuths went out on the
tr.iii of a pearl syndicate.

IVI.iu then a tableau: Triumphant
do'ei ws returning to dismayed dia-
mond ndie.ite with proof that many
pea il icpretcntcd to conlldlng patrons
u having been bought or swiped from
the head dress of some proud old Indian
rajah were nothing more than common
prod'icts of unostentatious mussels

hn.h had been dredged out of the
Wabash or the Mississippi, then sent
from New York to a suburb of Paris
ml there doctored by a Hlndh expert

nlti ma.utains a laboratory wherein
he removes the native modesty of the
W.i .ish and jubstltutos the lustre of
Orit-- illsm. The Hindu Is quoted n
fa .!

M method permits doctoring the
Am. m an peail Into an Indian pearl

! '.i puzzles the best experts and
ii sometimes brings as high ns

l?0."i0."
A.de from the element of romance

th. story has an Interest quite positive
f'i'- Americans who Lit the past decade
h.nc purchased pearls valued a' nn
fr. 'im.'tis sum In the aggregate. Prom
the modest seed pearls In the Hup of a
little tfirl and the scarf pin pearl ot a
5. '.:!). the peart owned and worn by

m'h and women of the t'nlted States
m. '.m up to magnificent ropes seen
at the onern. each of which may repl'i'

t a fortune. When It Is remembered
that at least $10.0im.000 worth of pearls
are sold In New York alone every year
one may understand why the reports
recently cabled from Paris should
have command) d wide attention.

That mine lndlldiial owners of pearls
costing many thousands of dollars
ihould be disturbed by the storie- - from
Paris is not to be wondered at either.
The man who has spent pjo.ww or J 30.- -

000 for n necklace may be pardoned If

he Is a trifle nervous over the possi
bility that Its pearls may have been
found In mus-el- s In the mud or some
W. stei n river. Put if until n man
nun based his necklace from a repu
table dealer, he may calm himself. At
least such Is the opinion of Ludwlg
Nlssen, president of the American Jew
cllers Protective Association.

'There are. of course, frauds In every
line of business." --Mr. Nlssen nam,
Oimiks are found in medicine and In

the law. Others naturally nre to be
found among dealers in precious stones,

' A number of vears ago, fifteen or
possIHy twenty, e heard of a good
many people In this country who were
M'O u swindled liy uoctoreu uiamonus;
Men. s which were artlllclally changed
In iiilur, Those practising this fraud
mil ly dipped the toncs Into a chem- -

ua solution, whuh changed the yet
low tint to the stcil blue, and it was
a v,rv profitable operation while It
las'.d but it didn't last long before
l'i':nu discovered.

I il.iiik the fraud was first brought
to .ulit lo ie In New York, where some
Ul. who had purchased miuh a dla
in a, happened to wash it In plain
w, .i and all the blue tint, which
m.i I, It so costly, came off. News of
th was Klven to the press and within
a il.i ,ir two I presume tens of tboll
ai. - who had recently bought dlu

inii. were Industriously engaged In
ten, im them and scrubbing them
So ilny was the fraud known and
eo we, p was It Impression on the pub
lie in. ml ihat countless people. In
tending to put chase diamonds, selected
the l ines for their appeurance, but re
fused to take them until they had
men them washed thoroughly. Years
haw passed, however, since we have
har,i an thing of this hind In regard
to l itnunds,

' N"' pearls may e doctored in Just
tlii- - iiie wax, and I have reports that
In . me cases electricity Is bclnR em-pl- "

'I in the process of covering them
with a solution which Klvcs tho Orien-
tal lustre,"

"ila e Jim seen such Mr.
Viw- - n ns asked.

"1 h- - itplieii, " and I wish to add
itl i inphn-- N that a euiiinleut ex-pe- r-

i,iii ,e able to dlsi'oer such a
1" ' "d peail th.. miuiitit ho looks ut
It. 1 hi tlierinoie, he usually does) din-cm- .,
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i matter or fact, the whole thing
so bungllngly and has so little
ilfect that a single drop of nl-w- ill

eat off the solution and rc- -'

pearl In Its natural state.
does not injure a real

iimrul I wish to point out is that
who buy pearls should purchase

nly from the recognized dealers
"idle them, and who urt experts

an extent that they seldom ran
inl. And if they tiro fooled tho

"i- will always havo hl easy re-w- th

a houso of responsibility
i has sold an urtlclo that Is not
and the denier through whom It
Mtil; It Is.
trouble with many people is

' s go shopping around, und have
nsllile agents or dealers tiring
goods to be examlniil. Huch n
lien Is, able to Impress u m-i-

e irchaser with plausible Htory
thai 'neauiie he Is satisfied with small

profits he can nell much lower than thewell known houses which carry large
stocks, of precious stones. It is only Inpurchasing pearls through some suchIrresponsible dealer that the purchaserruns any risk whatever.

"As to the Interesting reports cabledover from Paris iiboul doctored pearls,
uii may remember that u few yearsago what wen- - termed reconstructed
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"That entiled story Is
he said. "I never knew of

single pearl bringing $!io,oi)0 In nil my
life. For n single pearl $L'.,U0O would
be quite an price. I may
add that when the aliened Hindu my a
his methods permit the doctoring of an
American pearl Into an Indian pearl
that the It lie for
only a few minutes, u single

"Formerly

New ork Duys ;iu,uuu,uuu worm rearis earueaier
Says Bogus Gems Are Detected Glance Lustre

Never Permanent Where Doctoring Employed

producing

Titian's Philip II. Bought by American Woman for $350,000
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was called of took weeks ago, famous portiaits in existence, Philip of Spain, Titian, was purchased by

Thomas Cincinnati from Hugh Lane, connoisseur collector of London. said Mrs. Emery collection masterpieces intends
presenting city Cincinnati. portrait painted when master was 70 years old, is considered produced famous painter.
The picture is condition in hands master some additions unknown artists having
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tho experts.

"American arc rarely of any
great value us compared with Indian
pearls, becauso they lack tho
lustre, and for Important rea-
son. Pearls used y prlucip.illy
In necklaces. For these, round pearls

required, und America produces
very few of them. Such ns
America doeH- - produce found In

Tennessee, Wisconsin and other Mlddlo
Western States, north und south."

The demand for Is said to have
grown enormously during recent years,
both In 1'iiropn and America, and the
reasons fur this havo delmtcd

times. Mr. Nlssen thinks that
Is based on simple trait of human

seen In directions.
"Mankind usually wants that which

Is hardest to get," said phllosoplil.
cally. "That, In my opinion, accounts
for the Increasing demand for
that really i;ood.

must remember that pearls ara
growing scarcer the time, and aa
far us can tho will con-

tinue to exceed the supply, unless
new und valuable fishery is unexpect-
edly discovered. And men who have
been long In the trade do not look

forward to any such discovery there
hasn't been one, by the way, for fifty
years.

"The best fisheries continue to lie In
the Indian Ocean, with some near Aus-
tralia, others on the coasts of Vene-
zuela, and Lower California. Hut
the Indian Ocean continues to be the
principal source of supply for new
pearls.

divers used to go down In
the water as far ns necessary, stay long
enough to select targe, welt developed
oysters, and bring them up to tho sur-
face with care. Of course this was slow
work, but It resulted In bringing up
many good pearls of large size and few
mall ones.
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"Slnco pearls have become so fash-
ionable, however, tho individual diver
has been superseded by grappling
liookH, almost Identical with dredging
machines. They aro lowered into tho

and scrapo up everything they
como in contact with, bringing up all
sorts of oysters, largo and small; and
tho men engaged in tho llsherles open
every of them, no matter how

hoping to find therein at least
peurl usually called seed

pearls.
"Now that wholctiulu sort of fishing

for pearls has several results, lit the
lirst pluco it creates market for seed
pearls, because when hundred per-
sons wearing pearls
or ten thousand persons also
want somo to wear. This perfectly
natural deslro for seed pearls among'
persons who cannot afford larger ones
undoubtedly Increases the price and
thereby tho llsherles to
keep on small oysters and
opening every one of them. Hut
also bus another, and perhaps mora
Important result. It Insures con-
stantly Increasing scarcity of large
pen Is.

know, of course, that pearl
Is un excrescence, tho symptom of
disease. In an oyster; and the longer

i ot a i
at a

Is
that excrescence Is left alone the
larger It becomes. No other form of
animal life, I may add, has the partic-
ular disease that results in tho forma-
tion of the pearl. Well, It Is easily
seen that the gathering of seed pearls
means the prevention of development
that would otherwise result In largo
pearls, on the samo principle that
where you pick peach blossom you
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cannot later on pick a peach; you
destroy the fruit that might develop
from it.

"Although men by nccldent nowa-
days do occasionally como upon a big
oyster having within Its shell a largely
developed yet it Is almost a
rarity at present to find n large, virgin
peurl. Few people oulsldo of tho trade
havo any Idea of tho widespread In-

terest that Is aroused when a really
line peurl weighing '.'0 or ITi grains
comes Info thu market. It Is noised
about and It creates almost as much
of n sensation in tho pearl market ns
the discovery of a new licmhrtindt
would create in tho world of urt.

"As to tho scarcity of pearls and tho
relation of supply and demand, statis-
tics show that from all tho llsherles
of the world there have been
gaihered during tho last llvo years
an average of ten millions of dollars
worth f pearls per annum. The
quantity, by way, keeps growing
less every year, but prices have con-
sistently gonu higher, so the total
amount of money realized on a de-

creasing production remains about
stationary,

"Now, taking Into account the fact
that New York alone sells more thaa
ten millions of dollars In pearls evary

year It Is evident that the now supply
Is not equal to the demand and that of
necessity prlce must continue to go up.
Years ago, when the fisheries com-
menced to fall In line pearls
In sufllclcnt quantity, the world of
commerce tiegan to look for Its supply
In a new quarter to the great aggre-
gations of pearls hoarded by Orientals.
Some of those Kiistern princes had huge

Bot
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iiiuutltles of pearls; possessed them
literally by bushels.

"As soon as It was seen that this new
supply was available agents were sent
to tho Interior ot India and the more
alert of them In a comparatively few
years purchased all the tine stones that
I ho Oriental owners were willing to
part with. A few of the prince still
hold on to the collections formed by
themselves and their ancestors for

and will not dispose of them.
"At the coronation of King Oeorge,

for example, I was Introduced ton rajah
In military dress, who had decorated
himself with at least live million dol-lar-

worth of pearls. Ills magnificent
bead drew was adorned by ropes and
groups ot pearls of almost Incalculable
value and ho wore massed strings of
other pearls, In place of gold braid on
Ills coat and clonk, For some reason
this raj.ih did not seem to ho especially
mindful of the fact that bo was carry-
ing llvo million dollar' worth of pearls
around wllh him In plain sight, for I
met and talked with him in oi. of the
large London hotels and he apparently
had no guards.

"Aa I havo said, there are a few high
personages In India, like this rajah,
who still possess enormous quantltle

11

of pearls, but while their present own'
crs live It will be practically Imposslbl
to purchase them and place them o
the market."

Mr. Nlssen was asked about report
published every few years regarding th
discovery of diamond drifts In the West

"They have never amounted to any
thing," he replied, "although I wlh ti

add that of the few stones found I

Arkansas some have been of very go.
quality. Hut the supply of the Westen
diamonds thus far found Is so small '

to be almost negligible.
"Comlderablc amusement was causei

among dealers, by the way, during ttn
recent tariff discussion, when one en
tluislustlc Congressman declared that II
there should be a duty of 35 or 40 pel
cent, on diamonds the State of Arkan
sas In two or three years would be sup
plying the diamonds of the world. KvU
dentlv Congnps didn't believe the iren
tlemun, ' Mr. Nlsseu concluded. "And
a matter of fact, I am decidedly of thJ
belief that Arkansas hasn t enough dla.
mouds to make It pay to mine them."

will be news to thi
Free Taxicab Rides.

probably

that under certain conditions llltj
is possible to ride to their heurts

content In n tuxicab without having tJj'
pay one cent for the privilege." reli
marked u man familiar with the sltua
tlon. "Of course a certain amount of
Inconvenience will be experienced in ob4
tuinlng the free rides, and prubublMli
some trouble and unpleasantness will bo
encountered, particularly from belllcost
chauffeurs, but nevertheless it Is posJ
sible to ride free. I

A section of the new nubile back
ordinance now In use, which gives the!
proper city authorities control of all
public hacks in operation on the streets)
says: 'This ordinance shall not apply,
to or govern any vehicle hired or ob- -'

tained from a livery stable or garag
and which does not solicit patronug
upon the streets.' in other words,
i!fl ilftna Lit., t. .., l..plt ,. jit ul,tti..jKtv.ij wi.i itv, iii t uuuiuei; vi Bi'i,j,
vision over taxlcabs that arc operated
rrom a garage.

"These tiiv'enliu unil their eleinffeor!
are licensed by the .State and not the
city, and their owners ale urlvllcucd tat
charge any amount they please for takIH
Ing patrons a certain distance. They nrul
privileged to cnarge .,ij cents a nine or.
(I a mile provided the patron Is willing
to pay the rate demanded. Not being

, licensed by the city the owners are not
compelled to place nie irs on the cabs)

and there Is no uniform rate of fare.
"Tile method ot operating taKlcaba

from garages and thus escaping th
necessity of complying with the pro
visions of the ta:;lcab ordinance is car'
rled out like this: A man emerging
from a restaurant, say, and desiring to
hire a taxicab and no: seeing one on
the spot Informs the starter that a
tuNlcab Is needed. The starter phonerf
to the garage of the tlrm he represents

i and a taslcab Is Immediately tent uvcrj
ii uie JCPU1U1.1UI. I lie i uriii!iT-- i fumv

a ilea, wun wie cnauueur ami is iirivcu
a wav. In this case there Is no violation
of the taxicab ordinance, for the taxlcat
was not seeking p.itiouaue iipnn tin
public streets but was ordered from tin
garage. Under these conditions there 1

absolutely no chance to ride free and.
the customer must pay the fare a greed j!

iipnii
"Hut hero Is where the opportunlt

Is presented to lide free In this style ot
taxicab. Some owners of taxlcuhs op
erating from garaues, figuring that they
will not bo discovered by Inspector;
from the taxleab bureau, stand their"
vehicles In front of restauran's and
theatres, competing with hackmeii prop-- 'l

ell.V licensed, whose Vehicles conform
with nil sections of the ordinance.

"Persons coming out of these places,"
who wish to ride to their destination in
ii t..l....l. n.... ,iu,i.,ni. i.il k.i1..n, ttin
most convenient vehicle. The tnxlcahtj
operated rrom garages are similar ill
mIiiki.i nml n mi..;, twe to tli.i tteotitirlvi..,.i ...... . ... .

licensed taxlcahs and It Is therefore a
simple matter for uniformed person
to make a mistake. However, there It
no similarity In Hie rates and the iiser
dlM'over 'his fact when the time comes
to settle the hill. It!

"How can the users of the-- taxicab."!
ride any distance and then refuse to paw
for the privilege? What authority per-Jj- l

litii mem in no iiui ii ii loom, i u ,i,i- -.

!

swer Is, the court.- -. The courts havell
ruled that In the case of a business!,"
that should be licensed and is liny
licensed ine owners cannot coin-c- i ion
services performed.

"How does this ruling apply to tal-j- j
cabs operated from a garage ? in hisi II

way. As soon as the owner oi michi
taxlcahs places his vehicles In front of
a public place, miles the eludes un
summoned from the garage on the de
mand of customers, they compete with
the properly licensed public hacks ami
thereby violate the section of the publlu
hack ordinance which states that a pub
lie hack Is a vehicle plying for hire and
wltlet. uiklldltu loililli tin otlflire Olioll

the streets, il

"Under the court ruling mich a vehicle
Is not properly ncensui ami uie owncrj
cannot collect for tin services per-
formed. So II can be readily understood
.1.... tf i..ilr..n ... .if til. m.. Ilivteilllftlillll II II I'lllU'll .1, .', I

refuses to pay the fare demanded htflfl
cannot be forced to pay. n the other.
hand, by giving the case publicity the.
owner s extremely I able to get lilinseii
In trouble, and he may be prosecuted by(

tho taxicab authorities for operating a
public hack without a llcewe.

"Howter. It Is well for a person who
undertakes to ride free In this btyle ot,
taxicab to have a companion who will
act as witness. The reason !n that Mm

owner may contend in court that his
vehicle was standing before tho public
place in expectation of tilling a tall that,1

had been sent to the garage. 1 li chuur
feur will maintain that he was not
familiar with the person desiring the,
vehicle and consequently he was de
celved In picking up the tlrst party that
nought his vehicle.

"Through this technicality the owner
mav bo libit) to collect for the service
unless the user can prove with the aid
of his witness that the vehicle was!
standing In front of the public place forJJ
a longer time than was required tor tnej
run from the garage. A demand umyjf

then be made upon the owner tor ins
time sheets, showing when tho vehicle,
left the garage, and If the sheets have,
been properly kept they will prove th,
user's contention."
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